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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . Claims 6, 7, 9 & 10 objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claims 6 & 9, last line: "display" should be -displaying-. 

Claims 7 & 10, 2 nd line: "media" should be -medium-. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

2. Claims 5, 6, 8 & 9 are objected to because: claims 5 & 8 recite the limitation "the 
video signal", and claims 6 & 9 recite the limitations "said display means" and "said 
display member", which should be -a video signal-, -said displaying means-, and 
-said displaying member-, respectively, because there is insufficient antecedent basis 
for these limitations in the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-10 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yonemitsu et al. (hereafter Yonemitsu) (US 5,903,705) in view of Kurano et al. 
(hereafter Kurano) (US 5,813,010). 

In regard to claim 1 , Yonemitsu discloses a recording medium reproduction 
apparatus (figure 2) for reproducing a recording medium (20) in which recorded data 
and recording medium side reproduction restriction information for restricting 
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reproduction of the recorded data is recorded (column 6 t lines 14-21), said recording 
medium reproduction apparatus comprising: recording means in which apparatus side 
reproduction restriction information related to recording medium side reproduction 
restriction information is recorded (column 5, lines 45-51); information reading means 
which reads the apparatus side reproduction restriction information recorded in said 
recording means (figure 5, step S102) and also reads the recording medium side 
reproduction restriction information from the recording medium (S101) before 
reproducing the recorded data from the recording medium; comparing means (S102) 
which compares the apparatus side reproduction restriction information with the 
recording medium side reproduction restriction information each read from said 
information reading means; determination means which determines whether 
reproduction of the recorded data is to be allowed (S104) or not (S105) based on the 
comparison result of said comparing means; and control means which stops 
reproduction of the recorded data (S105) when said determination means determines 
that the reproduction of the recorded data is not allowed. Furthermore, in regard to 
claim 2, Yonemitsu discloses that the recording medium side reproduction restriction 
information is a region code (figure 3B: territory code). However, Yonemitsu does not 
disclose that the control means outputs and displays the recording medium side 
reproduction restriction information when said determination means determines that the 
reproduction of the recorded data is not allowed. 

Kurano discloses a monitor (figure 1, element 6) that displays characters 
indicating that parental control is being performed (figure 30, step S30) in order to notify 
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the user that reproduction is restricted. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of invention by the applicant to have configured the control 
means of Yonemitsu to output and display restriction information when it is determined 
that reproduction is not allowed, as suggested by Kurano. The motivation would have 
been to notify the user that reproduction is restricted. 

In regard to claim 3, Yonemitsu discloses a recording medium reproduction 
apparatus (figure 2) for reproducing a recording medium (20) in which recorded data 
and recording medium side reproduction restriction information for restricting 
reproduction of the recorded data is recorded (column 6, lines 14-21), said recording 
medium reproduction apparatus comprising: recording member in which apparatus side 
reproduction restriction information related to recording medium side reproduction 
restriction information is recorded (column 5, lines 45-51); information reading member 
which reads the apparatus side reproduction restriction information recorded in said 
recording member (figure 5, step S102) and also reads the recording medium side 
reproduction restriction information from the recording medium (S101) before 
reproducing the recorded data from the recording medium; comparing member (S102) 
which compares the apparatus side reproduction restriction information with the 
recording medium side reproduction restriction information each read from said 
information reading member; determination member which determines whether 
reproduction of the recorded data is to be allowed (S104) or not (S105) based on the 
comparison result of said comparing member: and control member which stops 
reproduction of the recorded data (S105) when said determination member determines 
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that the reproduction of the recorded data is not allowed. Furthermore, in regard to 
claim 4, Yonemitsu discloses that the recording medium side reproduction restriction 
information is a region code (figure 3B: territory code). However, Yonemitsu does not 
disclose that the control member outputs and displays the recording medium side 
reproduction restriction information when said determination member determines that 
the reproduction of the recorded data is not allowed. 

Kurano discloses a monitor (figure 1 , element 6) that displays characters 
indicating that parental control is being performed (figure 30, step S30) in order to notify 
the user that reproduction is restricted. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of invention by the applicant to have configured the control 
member of Yonemitsu to output and display restriction information when it is determined 
that reproduction is not allowed, as suggested by Kurano. The motivation would have 
been to notify the user that reproduction is restricted. 

In regard to claim 5, Yonemitsu further discloses that said apparatus comprises a 
reproducing means (figure 5, step S104). However, Yonemitsu does not disclose that 
said apparatus comprises: an OSD generating means; a displaying means; wherein 
when said determination means determines that the reproduction of the recorded data 
is not allowed, said control means generates character signal related to an error signal 
and a recording media side reproducing restriction information in said OSD generating 
means, and outputs and displays on said displaying means with superposing on the 
video signal. 
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Kurano inherently discloses an OSD (on-screen display) generating means. It 
should be noted that displaying characters indicating that parental control is being 
performed (column 23, lines 21-22) indicates the presence of an OSD generating 
means. In this reference, the inherent OSD generating means generates the displayed 
characters. Kurano discloses a displaying means (figure 1, element 6), and discloses 
that when said determination means determines that the reproduction of the recorded 
data is not allowed, said control means generates character signal related to an error 
signal and a recording media side reproducing restriction information in said OSD 
generating means, and outputs and displays on said displaying means with superposing 
on the video signal (column 23, lines 13-22). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention by the applicant to have added the OSD 
generating means and displaying means of Kurano to the apparatus of Yonemitsu. The 
motivation would have been to notify the user that reproduction is restricted. 

In regard to claim 6, Yonemitsu does not disclose that said apparatus comprises 
a receiving means coupled to the outside of said recording medium reproduction 
apparatus, wherein when said determination means determines that the reproduction of 
the recorded data is not allowed, said control means outputs and displays information 
on said receiving means and on said display means. 

Kurano discloses a receiving means (figure 1 , element 6) coupled to the outside 
of a recording medium reproduction apparatus (as shown in figure 1), wherein when 
said determination means determines that the reproduction of the recorded data is not 
allowed, said control means outputs and displays information on said receiving means 
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and on said display means (column 23, lines 13-22). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention by the applicant to have added the 
receiving means of Kurano to the apparatus of Yonemitsu. The motivation would have 
been to notify the user that reproduction is restricted. 

In regard to claim 7, Yonemitsu does not disclose that the recording media side 
reproduction restriction information is a parental level code. 

Kurano discloses that the restriction information is a parental level code, wherein 
the number of levels vary depending on the country code, as shown in figure 52. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention by the 
applicant to have configured the restriction information of Yonemitsu to be a parental 
level code as suggested by Kurano, the motivation being to achieve an accurate 
parental control of selective restriction for discs whose presentation is restricted by 
parental information. 

In regard to claim 8, Yonemitsu further discloses that said apparatus comprises a 
reproducing member (figure 5, step S104). However, Yonemitsu does not disclose that 
said apparatus comprises: an OSD generating member; a displaying member; wherein 
when said determination member determines that the reproduction of the recorded data 
is not allowed, said control member generates character signal related to an error signal 
and a recording media side reproducing restriction information in said OSD generating 
member, and outputs and displays on said displaying member with superposing on the 
video signal. 
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Kurano inherently discloses an OSD (on-screen display) generating member. It 
should be noted that displaying characters indicating that parental control is being 
performed (column 23, lines 21-22) indicates the presence of an OSD generating 
member. In this reference, the inherent OSD generating member generates the 
displayed characters. Kurano discloses a displaying member (figure 1 , element 6), and 
discloses that when said determination member determines that the reproduction of the 
recorded data is not allowed, said control member generates character signal related to 
an error signal and a recording media side reproducing restriction information in said 
OSD generating member, and outputs and displays on said displaying member with 
superposing on the video signal (column 23, lines 13-22). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention by the applicant to have added the 
OSD generating member and displaying member of Kurano to the apparatus of 
Yonemitsu. The motivation would have been to notify the user that reproduction is 
restricted. 

In regard to claim 9, Yonemitsu does not disclose that said apparatus comprises 
a receiving member coupled to the outside of said recording medium reproduction 
apparatus, wherein when said determination member determines that the reproduction 
of the recorded data is not allowed, said control member outputs and displays 
information on said receiving member and on said display member. 

Kurano discloses a receiving member (figure 1 , element 6) coupled to the outside 
of a recording medium reproduction apparatus (as shown in figure 1), wherein when 
said determination member determines that the reproduction of the recorded data is not 
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allowed, said control member outputs and displays information on said receiving 
member and on said display member (column 23, lines 13-22). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention by the applicant to have 
added the receiving member of Kurano to the apparatus of Yonemitsu. The motivation 
would have been to notify the user that reproduction is restricted. 

In regard to claim 10, Yonemitsu does not disclose that the recording media side 
reproduction restriction information is a parental level code. 

Kurano discloses that the restriction information is a parental level code, wherein 
the number of levels vary depending on the country code, as shown in figure 52. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention by the 
applicant to have configured the restriction information of Yonemitsu to be a parental 
level code as suggested by Kurano, the motivation being to achieve an accurate 
parental control of selective restriction for discs whose presentation is restricted by 
parental information. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter Vincent M Agustin whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-8980. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 
9:00AM - 5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hoa T Nguyen can be reached on (703) 305-9687. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

PVA 

03/02/2004 




